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More Than A Music Festival

How the last five years of Porchfest have changed
the Virginia Highland neighborhood for the better

2029

Virginia Highland Porchfest returns

for its fifth year on May 17, a highly .-“ % ,’ -~_ S 4 :_.":".A_-," Am?Iia w:isllzerform
c e v % rom 3-4 p.m. at
925 Drewry St NE

anticipated day where front porches
become stages, streets turn into dance
floors, and neighbors come together in a
way that few events can inspire. Attendees
can look forward to enjoying 100 bands
performing on 60 porches, along with a
diverse offering of 27 food trucks and 50
artist and maker vendors, all within an
atmosphere expected to draw thousands

of people to the neighborhood.

OFFICIAL

BAND LIST

VIRGINIA HIGHLAND DISTRICT

PORCHFEST

VISIT NEPTUNE KOBANOVA LAUREN ANDERSON
KATIE BELLE  LUKE BROWN & THE JUBILEE = THE ASYMPTOMATICS
CRUSHED VELVET  THE UNMENTIONABLES  DOOBIE & THE GOATS

THE OCHO THE BEA ARTHURS STARDUST SONATA CUTTING IT CLOSE

CONCORD GRAPES - FUN ROOM - GURUFISH - WENDELL RAY - THE ILLEGAL ZACH - MIGRANT WORKER - FISHEYE
SPAGHETTI JUNCTION - CHEROKEE AVENUE PROJECT - WILBURN - STRANGER COMPANY - FLEETING GREEN
SECRET BAND - AUSTIN COLEMAN - THE FIRST STONE - MAXWELL STREET - THE CHEAP SEATS - THE GRADUATES
ERIN THOMAS - MUTANT COUNTY LINE - JOSH ALLISON - SWEET YOUNG TWANG - BLUE TALK - SASSFOLK
PREDAWN POURS - TONE P & THA CARRY OUT - RARE BIRDS - LOS PINK CHEESE GREEN GOES - OKAY KENEDI
ECLECTIC MUSICIANS' CLUB - JR RUND - PONCE DE LEVON - DOWNBEAT DADDY - THE RUSTY CARS - WARFATHER
LEFT ON PONCE - SAWGRASS BLUES BAND - CELLOPHANE - THE 1996 - LOTUS GROVE - BASEMENT RECESS

CATT MCCREARY - THE ROSE COLORED GLASSES - AMELIA - JARVIS TAYLOR - THE DAMMAGES
SOUL PARADE - DAD WITHOUT KIDS - WEATHERPROOF - GRUNGE HARMONY - DANI FORD - DRIPTONES
ATOMIC LUSH - N.A. PARSONS AND THE INNER BEAUTIES THE GRINGOS - TODD HILL'S HAIR BAND - TIDALIST

HARNY & SNAFU - KHALIKO - YES MAAM KEITH SLETTEDAHL - ARITHMETIK - THE NORTHERN SONS
SONIC LUST - ROGAN ROGERS - THE LIQUORSMITHS - PERFECT ANIMAL - ALPINE MOTEL - ZEN FUSE BOX
THE ROCKWOOD BAND - CASH HONEY - SEED & FEED - SHOWESTOPPA - JORDAN GRASSI
MCKENZIE REED AND LAUREN JAMES - KJ AND THE FUNKMAYSONS - 8/7 CENTRAL - SCHMOOZE - OCTAVE
DYLAN KIGHT & THE NIGHTBIRDS - KEEFE KLUG - THE WARMAN TRIO - THE PORCH BAND - MARCHING ABOMINABLE

12 | mav 2025 RoughDraftAtlanta.com



The Opening Act

The magic of Porchfest didn't happen overnight; it has a fascinating history. What
started as a simple idea between neighbors in Ithaca, N.Y., in 2007 has become a
nationwide phenomenon. In Virginia Highland, Porchfest launched in 2021 as a safe,
outdoor gathering during the COVID-19 pandemic and has since evolved to become a
cornerstone of the neighborhood’s identity.

The event founder for VaHi’s Porchfest, Christina Carrick, modestly envisioned "a
few porches, bands and a small crowd." What blossomed was something far greater—a
testament to the neighborhood's desire for connection. "I planted the seed," Carrick said.
"The Virginia Highland District team watered it, tended to it, beautified it. It exceeded my
wildest imagination that first year and continues to every year since.”

Buﬂdlng Communlty Harmony

For many residents, Porchfest is the highlight of the year. "Porchfest is my husband’s

favorite day," said porch host Jenna Girson. "Neighbors are out and about — catching up
over a drink, bopping to the music, and chasing little ones. You can feel a shared sense of
pride amongst us for putting on the magic that is Porchfest, which brings us together that
day."

That sense of magic resonates with musicians and hosts alike. Zach Rolen first
stumbled into the event while moving out of his apartment. Rolen heard a band playing
nearby, and thought, "man it'd be fun to play—and be a host—at this event." Two years
later, he did both. "As a band, it's our favorite gig of the year, and as hosts, our favorite
weekend."

Local businesses also feel the love. George Frangos, owner of Farm Burger, calls it “the
quintessential Virginia Highland festival. It incorporates all residential streets, families, and
small businesses. It is probably one of our busiest days, and brings so many people to our
business community for the first time."

RoughDraftAtlanta.com

THANK YOU TO OUR

SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSORS

A5
OWEETWATER,  WHITE CLAW

B\\Ewmc comp

VODKA TEQUILA
HERRADURA
SUN
CRUISER s 4
FEVER-TREE

ICEDTEA @ VODKA

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

] YOU'VE GOT
Audi
QD it [MEHL
ATLANTA
FALLCIINS @\D HAMMERS

= BUBBA
burger:
RoughDraft

atlanta

SHOUTOUT SPONSORS

S BARTY <

RECOVERY MADE EASY

sweetgreen

ROCK N RELAY SPONSOR

CONTOUR

PILATES

may 2025| 13



HammerSmith
Live Brl((mnﬂg

14 | mav 2025

Amplifying the Impact

Beyond the good vibes and great tunes, Porchfest delivers a significant and real impact.
Last year’s event generated over $739,000 for the local economy and raised $90,000 to
support neighborhood beautification, public safety, and marketing efforts to uplift local
small businesses. It’s not just a good time, it’s an investment in the community’s long-term
vitality.

What'’s Playing Th»is Year

This year promises to be even more vibrant, with a full day of activities planned. The
festival will kick off at 10:30 AM with the Rock n Relay, a music-filled fun-run inviting
solo runners and teams of up to four to take on half-mile laps around the neighborhood.
At 11 AM, the Kids Corner will open at John Howell Park with boombox bounce houses,
crafts, and games. Around the same time, food trucks will begin serving, the art market
will open, and the first notes of live music from local youth performers will fill the air.

The peak hours of Porchfest, from 11 AM to 6 PM, will feature performances by
more than 100 bands across 60 porches, with free admission. Local businesses on North
Highland Avenue will join the celebration with their own festivities, including additional
live music performances, food, and shopping nearby. Attendees are advised to walk, bike,
or rideshare as parking will be limited. A detailed map and performance schedule will be
available before the event.

Special thanks to our sponsors United Distributors, Rough Draft Atlanta, Hammers
Law Firm, Atlanta United FC, You've Got Mehl, Audi Atlanta, Bubba Burger, Atlanta
Falcons, Highland Mortgage, EVER. PARTY, Sweetgreen, and Contour Pilates for helping
bring this community celebration to life.

Whether you're here for the music, the memories, or the magic, Porchfest is a reminder
of what makes Virginia Highland so special.
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JIM

GETZINGER & CO

96 The Prado

Just Listed | Offered for $5,295,00

A Masterpiece of Modern Crafts-
manship Overlooking Ansley
Park’s Finest Green Spaces. Wel-
come to a newly completed ar-
chitectural triumph, impeccably
designed and built by Ladisic Fine
Homes in collaboration with ar-
chitect Linda MacArthur.

Helping you find your place Intown
for over 26 years.

Jim Getzinger $‘I BI||IOI’1 4+

404.307.4020 | 404.668.6621
jim.getzinger@compass.com IN CAREER SALES

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.




